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Dear Church,
 
This past Sunday afternoon, BJ Stegman and I were taking communion to those Covenant Partners who have a hard 
time getting to church on a regular basis, and it was such a meaningful time. I have to tell you that worshipping the 
Lord with folks is one of the most meaningful things that I get to do as a pastor, and I think that’s one of the reasons 
that God called me into vocational ministry. But I don’t have to tell you that serving the Lord is a great joy; many of 
you experience the same joys that I do when you’re serving Him.
 
This year has already had so many joys; I hope that you’ve been similarly blessed! At the end of January, your 
Session sent me to our 2019 ECO National Gathering in Colorado Springs, and it was refreshing. Karen Nevin and I 
heard from Christian leaders, lay and ordained, who are flourishing in the areas to which God has called them. Some 
of you may not notice much of a difference in our own church since we’ve moved into ECO. Let me assure you that 
when a group’s leadership is headed in the right direction (that is, toward the Lord and toward the mission that God 
has given), those under their leadership are also headed in the right direction. So much of ECO’s mission, vision, and 
values are our own, and they’re a faithful reflection of the Great Commandment (Matthew 22:34-40) and the Great 
Commission (Matthew 28:18-20). This is so helpful as a pastor, and in the years ahead of us, it will prove immensely 
helpful to our church. I’m so glad that I was able to participate in this important gathering, and I can’t wait for the 
2020 National Gathering in Dallas!
 
On a personal note, I want to share two pieces of information that cause me to praise the Lord. First, Debbie will 
start work with WinTech at the beginning of this month! She and I are so excited for this new opportunity. Debbie is 
eager to get back into the work force, make new connections, and get to know another side of Monett. Not only that, 
we have heard nothing but good things about WinTech. Please be praying for Debbie and our family as we make this 
transition; no doubt, it will be a big one for us, but we know that the Lord will be with us.
 
Secondly, Debbie and I have had several dinners with our neighbors over the past few months, and we’re hoping 
that these relationships turn into meaningful friendships. As the Lord leads (and He is faithful in doing so), we will 
share with our new friends all the ways that the Lord is blessing us, and we hope that our new friends will be 
interested in meeting Jesus. Psalm 107:31-32 says, “Let them thank the LORD for his steadfast love, for his wondrous 
works to the children of man! Let them extol him in the congregation of the people, and praise him in the assembly 
of the elders.” When David wrote his famous prayer of confession, Psalm 51, he said this, “Cast me not away from 
your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a 
willing spirit. Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to you” (Psalm 51:11-13).
 
 Did you notice that a result of his confession and reconciliation with God was that God would bring transgressors 
and sinners back to Himself? That’s powerful! When we open up to nonbelievers about where we’ve sinned and then 
follow that up with how God has forgiven us in Jesus, God uses those conversations and that vulnerability to open 
their hearts to the Gospel. That’s an amazing opportunity that we don’t want to miss.
 
When we praise the Lord in conversation with our neighbors, often they’re taken aback. So many nonbelievers can 
remember only negative experiences with religious people and can recall only negative ideas about God, so when 
we praise Him in our conversations, they don’t know what to think! Debbie and I want to make the most of these 
relationships, and we hope that many of our friends and neighbors will come to know the Lord through our 
friendships and love for them. Pray for us in this. I know that many of you have the same mission for your 
neighborhoods and friend groups, and we’d love to hear how the Lord is using you.
 
(Continued)
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As BJ and I drove around serving communion, we noted that the weather was starting to brighten and warm up, 
and we enjoyed the sunshine as we enjoyed worship together. I pray that as winter ends and spring begins, your 
heart, mind, and your body is strengthened to enjoy God’s creation, to enjoy the salvation that He’s given you, 
and to enjoy the mission that He’s entrusted to you.
 
 

A LETTER FROM PASTOR DUSTIN RAY

Praising the Lord Together
Dustin@fpcmonett.com

Be Blessed,
 

Pastor Dustin
Dustin Ray

(cont.)

Fellow Pilgrims,
As our calendars move toward the spring, our hearts turn toward Lent, Holy Week, and Easter. This year will be 
special, as we will be worshipping together as a community of believers during the annual Lenten Luncheons. See 
the schedule below, and make special note of March 20 when our church will host.
 

 
Not only will we have the opportunity to worship the Lord with believers from other Monett churches, but this 
year we will be sharing our annual Ash Wednesday service with the Waldensian church. On Wednesday, March 6, 
we’ll be hosting our annual Sandwich Supper at 5:30 and will worship together as we begin the Lenten season. 
Furthermore, when we enter Holy Week, we’ll join the Waldensians at their church for a Good Friday service. How 
nice it will be to worship with our sister church!
 Grace & Peace,

 
Pastor Dustin
DustinRay

AN ARTICLE FROM PASTOR DUSTIN RAY

Ash Wednesday, Lent, & Fellowship
Dustin@fpcmonett.com



 
Obedience Matters
 
The Ten Commandments are not to be ignored. It’s important that we study and understand them. But, of course, it’s more 
important that we obey them. God isn’t impressed by an intellectually careful analysis that puts the Decalogue at the center 
of Christian discipleship. He expects disciples to actually follow these commands.
But for the right reasons. Working hard to obey the Ten Commandments from the wrong motivation and for the wrong end is 
a surefire way to live out our relationship with God in the wrong way. God gave the commandments that they might be 
obeyed—not to earn salvation but because of who we are, who God is in himself, who he is to us, where we are, and what he 
has done.
 
Reason 1: Who We Are
Don’t miss the obvious: Exodus 19 comes before Exodus 20. God has already identified the Israelites as “a kingdom of priests 
and a holy nation” (Ex. 19:6). They are a people set apart. The same is true of us. As Christians, we too are a kingdom of 
priests and a holy nation (1 Pet. 2:9). We must be prepared to stand alone, to look different, and to have rules the world 
doesn’t understand. Of course, we aren’t always the holy people we should be, but that’s what he has called us to be. That’s 
who we are. We are God’s people, set apart to live according to God’s ways.
 
Reason 2: Who God Is in Himself
 
The opening verses in Exodus 20 are not just filler before the commandments start rolling. They establish who God is and 
why we should obey him. In verse 2 God reveals himself again as “the Lord,” that is, as Yahweh their covenant-keeping God. 
This is the God who spoke to Moses in the burning bush. This is the God who said, “I am who I am” (Ex. 3:14). This is the 
sovereign, self-existent, self-sufficient, almighty creator God. This is the God of the plagues and the Red Sea and the manna 
in the wilderness. This is not a God to be trifled with. If there is a God, and if he is anything like the God who is revealed to us 
in the Scriptures, then it would be extremely presumptuous, foolish, and (by all accounts) dangerous for us to crowd source 
our own ethical code.
The law is an expression of the Lawgiver’s heart and character. We must think about that before we say, “I don’t care for 
laws,” or before we bristle at the thought of do’s and don’ts. The commandments not only show us what God wants; they 
show us what God is like. They say something about his honor, his worth, and his majesty. They tell us what matters to God. 
We can’t disdain the law without disrespecting the Lawgiver.
 
Reason 3: Who God Is to Us
The God of the Ten Commandments is revealed not just as the Lord, but as the “Lord your God” (Ex. 20:2). We are his 
treasured possession (Ex. 19:5; 1 Pet. 2:9). This God of absolute power is not a capricious tyrant, not some cranky deity who 
wields raw and unbridled authority without any regard for his creatures. He is a personal God, and in Christ he always is for 
us (Rom. 8:31). It would be frightening to the point of death if God thundered from the heavens, “I am the Lord!” But the 
divine self-disclosure doesn’t stop there. He goes on to add, “. . . your God.” He is on our side. He is our Father. He gives us 
commands for our good.
 
Reason 4: Where We Are
The biblical definition of freedom is not “doing whatever you want.” Freedom is enjoying the benefits of doing what we 
should. We too often think of the Ten Commandments as constraining us—as if God’s ways will keep us in servitude and 
from realizing our dreams and reaching our potential. We forget that God means to give us abundant life (John 10:10) and 
true freedom (John 8:32). His laws, 1 John 5:3 tells us, are not burdensome.
 
You think it’s burdensome to have Ten Commandments? Do you know how many laws there are in the United States? It’s a 
trick question, because no one knows! There are twenty thousand laws on the books regulating gun ownership alone. In 
2010 an estimated forty thousand new laws were added at various levels throughout the country. The United States Code, 
which is just one accounting of federal laws and does not include regulatory statutes, has more than fifty volumes. In 2008 a 
House committee asked the Congressional Research Service to calculate the number of criminal offenses in federal law. 
They responded, five years later, that they lacked the manpower and resources to answer such a question.
 
God is not trying to crush us with red tape and regulations. The Ten Commandments are not prison bars, but traffic laws. 
Maybe there are some anarchists out there who think, “The world would be a better place without any traffic laws.” A few of 
us drive as if that were so! But even if you get impatient when you’re at a red light, try to zoom through the yellow, and turn 
left on a very stale pink—overall, aren’t you glad that there is some semblance of law and order? People stop and go. People 
slow down when driving by schools. They stop for school buses. You wouldn’t be able to drive your car to the grocery store 
without laws. When you drive on a switchback on a mountain pass, do you curse the guardrails that keep you from plunging 
to an untimely death? No, someone put them there at great expense, and for our good, that we may travel about freely and 
safely.
 
The Ten Commandments are not instructions on how to get out of Egypt. They are rules for a free people to stay free.

 
AN ARTICLE PROVIDED BY PASTOR DUSTIN RAY,  

WRITTEN BY KEVIN DEYOUNG

4 Reasons to Obey the 10 Commandments
 



Next Step Ministries
Youth Mission Trip

June 2nd - 8th, 2019
The Youth Group has found it’s Summer Mission Trip.  Youth 
will be going to Colorado Springs, CO June 2nd thru 8th 

with a variety of projects awaiting.
 

  In the coming months we will be doing fundraisers to 
help offset the costs.  Each participating youth will pay 

the initial $50 for the trip and commit to regular 
attendance for the Spring Semester.  We will participate 
in fundraising activities to keep the trip affordable and 

hope to be able to serve our congregation as well as 
community with those efforts.  The Mission Trip will be 
hosted by Next Step Ministries (same as last summer).  

 
Our prayer is that this experience be used to help build 
their character and further their knowledge in Christ.  

Stay tuned for more information!

YOUTH GROUP

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Sunday at 5:00 pm.
Food. Games. Lesson

FIND YOUR DIRECTION

Feb. 17

Youth at Church 5:00

Feb. 3

Feb. 10

Feb. 24
Youth at Church 5:00

Special Outing

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Youth at Church 5:00

MYSTERY DINNERMYSTERY DINNER
YOUTH FUNDRAISER

 MARCH 16 @ 6:00 PM

Please join us for dinner to raise 
funds for our Mission trip to 

Colorado Springs.

The Youth will be preparing and serving a mystery 
meal. During the meal you will have a chance to 

auction for 2-hours of work by 2 of our very own youth 
who will be attending the trip.  This work will be done 

the following day, Sunday March 17 from 3-5 pm.

YOUTH FUNDRAISER
 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH MONETT



Steering Meeting
 Friday, Mar. 1 @ 9:00

Monthly Meeting
Friday, Mar. 8 @ 9:00

Ginny Fuldner
Craig Kelley
Mike Garrett
Deanna O'Hara
Susan Norris
Scott Fuldner
Sandi Shirley
Jeff Cuendet
Steve Dougherty
Janis Neher

Mar. 7
Mar. 10
Mar. 12
Mar. 13
Mar. 14
Mar. 18
Mar. 19
Mar. 24
Mar. 25
Mar. 31

Nursery Helpers
Ann Dougherty
Deanna O'Hara
Jane Overeem
Karen Brady
Ilse Burton

Mar. 3
Mar. 10
Mar. 17
Mar. 24
Mar. 31

 
Community

Womens Bible Study 
Wednesdays at 9:00 am

Find Your Direction

Youth Group

Food. Games. Lesson.
Sundays @ 5 p.m.

Men's Prayer Breakfast
Thursdays - 7:30 a.m.

angus branch steakhouse

Choir Practice

Wednesdays

 6:30 p.m.

St. Patricks 
Annual Potato Bake

Congregational life will sponsor our annual St. Patrick’s day potato bake 
on Sunday March 17” immediately follow the service.  

 
Potatoes will be provided by the committee, and members are 

requested to bring topping items, salads, and desserts.

March 17

Ash Wednesday 
Sandwich Supper

Congregation life will 
sponsor a sandwich 

supper at 5:30 on March 
6th for Ash Wednesday. 
Bring sandwiches and a 

side to share.

March 6th at 5:30 pm

Join us 
for our 
March 
Events!



9:00 am
Sunday School
10:15 am
Worship Service
5:00pm
Youth Group

9:00 am
DNA Testing
 

7:30 am
Men's Prayer
Breakfast

7:30 am
Men's Prayer
Breakfast

7:30 am
Men's Prayer
Breakfast

7:30 am
Men's Prayer
Breakfast

9:00 am
MOPS Steering
 

9:00 am
MOPS Meeting

5:30 pm
Session Meeting
 

9:00 am
Sunday School
10:15 am
Worship Service
5:00pm
Youth Group

9:00 am
Sunday School
10:15 am
Worship Service
 & Potato Bake
5:00pm
Youth Group

7:30 am
Men's Prayer
Breakfast
11:30 am
MOMSnext

6:30 pm
Choir Practice
 

9:00 am
W. Bible Study
5:30 pm
Ash Wed. 
Sandwich Supper
 
 

 
9:00 am
Womens Bible 
Study
5:30 pm
Deacons' Meeting
6:30 pm
Choir Practice
 

9:00 am
Womens Bible 
Study
6:30 pm
Choir Practice
5:30 pm 
Stewardship 
Meeting
 

9:00 am
Womens Bible 
Study
6:30 pm
Choir Practice
 

March 2019

notes:

9:00 am
Sunday School
10:15 am
Worship Service
5:00pm
Youth Group

9:00 am
Sunday School
10:15 am
Worship Service
5:00pm
Youth Group

9:00 am
Sunday School
10:15 am
Worship Service
5:00pm
Youth Group

6:00 pm
Youth 
Fundraiser 
Meal

6:00 pm
Sunday Drive
Concert

5:00 pm
MOPS Yard Sale 
Set Up

8:00 am
MOPS Yard Sale


